
Unit 5: World War I

VI. What were the Results of World War I?



1. More people lost their lives than in any previous war. 
Allies lost 5.1 million soldiers (116,000 Americans); the 
Central Powers lost 3.5 million soldiers. 20 million 
soldiers on both sides were wounded (200,000 
Americans) and thousands of civilians were killed.

2. In Europe, factories and farms were destroyed 
resulting in shortages of food and supplies.

3. $30 billion in property was destroyed. The Allies had 
spent $145 billion on the war; the Central powers $63 
billion. Both were heavily in debt to American banks.



4. In 1918, a worldwide influenza (flu) epidemic struck. 
Over the next two years it killed about 30 million 
people (800,000 Americans), more than the war.



5. Wilson announced his plan for peace, known as the  
Fourteen Points, which called for freedom of the seas, 
reduced armaments, an end to secret treaties between 
nations and the creation of the League of Nations 
(International congress of nations designed to settle 
disputes and protect democracy).



6. European leaders disagreed with Wilson’s plan, 
instead wanting to punish Germany and prevent 
Germany from ever becoming a world power. The 
Wilson, along with the leaders of Britain, France, and 
Italy (known as The Big Four) met to work out the 
peace agreement; no representatives from Russia or 
the Central Powers attended.



The “Big Four”



7. The Treaty of Versailles ended the war and made the 
following provisions:

● Germany was forced to accept complete blame the war and had to pay 
$33 million in reparations to other nations.

● Germany was forced to give up territory and colonies to France, Belgium, 
Denmark, and Poland.

● To prevent Germany from starting another war, the size of its military 
was reduced. It was forbidden to have submarines or heavy artillery.

● The League of Nations was formed. It was meant as an organization 
where nations could work out peaceful solutions and avoid war.

● Germany was severely punished by this treaty and its economy was 
damaged by the reparation payments. This treaty is one of the major 
causes of WWII.



8. The Treaty had to be ratified/accepted by ⅔ of the 
Senate. The Senate refused to ratify it and the US 
never accepted the Treaty of Versailles. The main 
objection to the Treaty was Wilson’s own idea: the 
League of Nations. Many Americans feared that if we 
joined the League, we would be drawn into other 
European conflicts.



9. After World War I, the US returned to a 
policy of isolationism.


